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ARMS OF CLOPTON- 
(See page 67,) 



The above cut was sent me by Col. William C. Clopton, of 
New York : but In giving the field " azure," It seems to be in 
error. According to Burke, the field of the Suffolk county, 
England, Cloptons was " sable." Thus, " Sa., a bend erm. 
between two cotises dancettee." On the tombstone of Ann 
Clopton (1648—1716), at St. Peter's Church, New Kent county, 
Va., there is a mallet in the right of the bend in the Clopton 
arms engraved upon the tombstone, indicating that William 
Clopton, her husband, was a third mm.— Editor. 
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CLOPTON FAMILY. 
(See articles on this family, V., p. 80; X., 54.) 
1 William 1 Clopton (born 1655, died before 1733), con- 
stable of Hampton Parish, in York county, and clerk of St. Pe- 
ter's Church, New Kent ; had by Anne Booth, his wife (daughter 
of Eobert Booth, and widow of Thomas Dennett), fire children, 
"two daughters and three sons:" 2 Anne, to whom her father 
made a gift in 1683 ; married Nicholas Mills. 3 Elizabeth, to 
whom her father made a gift in 1683 ; married William Walker 
January 19, 1713, and, secondly, Alexander Moss, of New Kent 
and Cumberland counties. She was living in 1733. 4 Robert, 5 
William, 6 Walter. 

4 Eobert 2 Clopton (William 1 ) married, first, Sarah Scott, 
December 18, 1711. She died October 24, 1719, after which 
Eobert Clopton married, secondly, Mary , who was his ad- 
ministratrix in 1755 (Charles City county records). Issue by 
first wife: 7 Bertha, born August 19, 1712; 8 daughter, born 
July, 1714; 9 Margaret, born April 8, 1717. Issue by second 
wife, 10 Frances, born February 2, 1722-'23 ; 11 William, born 
November 11, 1725; 12 Robert*, born July 28, 1728. 

5 William 2 Clopton (William 1 ) married Joyce Wilkinson, 
daughter of George Wilkinson, on January 27, 1718-'19, and 
had issue, 13 Waldegrave, born November 19, 1719; 14 Anne, 
who married William Divers, born January 16, 1720-'21; 15 
William, born February 2, 1721-'22; 16 George, born January 
14, 1723-'24. There is preserved a deed from John Bacon, of 
St. Peter's Parish, New Kent county, yeoman, to William Clop- 
ton, Jr., yeoman, of same parish, and county, dated 22 July, 
1710. The signature of Bacon is attested by a wax seal of the 
Clopton arms. 

6 Walter 2 Clopton (William 1 ) married September 4, 1711, 
Mary Jarratt, aunt of Eev. Devereux Jarratt,* the eminent 
Episcopal minister, and had issue, 17 Anne, born July 3, 1712 ; 

* Eobert 1 Jarratt, grandfather of Kev. Devereux Jarratt, was born in 
Essex street, London, and by Mary, his wife (born in Ireland), had: 

(1) Robert, baptized in New Kent, August 16, 1698; (2) Devereux; 

(3) Mary, married Walter Clopton. "Mr. Robert Jarratt died January 
21, 1709," and his wife died March 31, 1707. Robert* Jarratt, who was 
a highly respected carpenter, married Sarah Bradley, daughter of Joseph 
Bradley, of Charles City county, and had issue: (1) Robert*, born 
December 26, 1724; (2) Archelaus 3 , born January 5, 1725-'6; (3) 
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18, child born November 19, 1714; 19 Mary, born October 29, 
1716; 20 Walter, born March 24, 1720; 21 (probably died with- 
out issue); 21 Eobert, born June 4, 1725; 22 Devereux, born 
August 30, 1727; 23 Margaret, born September 9, 1729; 24 
Naomi, born January 11, 1735; 25 Walter, born February 18, 
1740-'41. So far, the parish register (which is mutilated), but 
26 Benjamin Clopton was probably another son of 4 Walter 2 
Clopton and Mary Jarratt. He married in June, 1755, Agnes 
Morgan. 

13 Waldegrave 3 Clopton (William 2 , William 1 ) married 
Unity Alford, born 16 December, 1724, daughter of John and 
Grace Alford, and had issue, 27 Waldegrave, born November 11, 
1755; probably other children. The Richmond Enquirer con- 
tains a notice of the death of Dr. Waldegrave Clopton, a native 
of Virginia, on November 8, 1832, in Laurens county, 6a. In 
the Enquirer for February 26, 1822, is notice of a chancery suit 
in Louisa county between William Brown vs. James B. Clopton, 
Ann W. and Archibald Thomson her husband, Waldegrave 
Clopton, Patrick Clopton, Miller Clopton, Thomas Clopton, 
Mary T. and Jessie Yarbrough her husband, Margaret and Win- 
ston Harwood her husband, David E. Clopton and William Clop- 
ton, an infant, representatives of Waldegrave Clopton, Sr., de- 
ceased, and Miller Brown in his own right, and as executor of 
James B. Brown. To this branch doubtless belonged Judge 
David Clopton, of the Supreme Court of Alabama. 

15 William 3 Clopton (William 2 , William 1 ) resided in Han- 
over county, and married Elizabeth (Dorral) Ford, sister of 
Bev. Eeuben Ford, a Baptist minister, and had issue, 26 Eobert 4 , 
of Cumberland county (eldest son), will dated April 17, 1783, 
proved April 22, 1793 ; died without issue. 27 Hon. John* Clop- 
ton, born in St. Peter's Parish, New Kent, February 7, 1756; 
28 George*, 29 Reuben*, 30 Anne Lane, married Elisha Mere- 
dith, of Hanover; 31 Sarah, married Eobert Ellyson, and had 
Anne Clopton Ellyson, who married, first, William Lightfoot, 
of Charles City; second, John Colgin. 

Susannah, born November 16, 1727, married Absalom Meanley, of New 
Kent; (4) Joseph'; (5) Devereux 8 , born January 6, 1732-3, minister 
of Bath parish, Dinwiddie county, who wrote an interesting account of 
his life. The name Devereux was given in honor of Robert Devereux,. 
Earl of Essex. See Campbell's History of Virginia, p. 563. 
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27 Hon. John 4 Clopton (William 3 , William 2 , William 1 ) 
married May 15, 1784, Sarah Bacon, daughter of Edmund Ba- 
con, of New Kent, and had issue, 30 (Judge) John Bacon, who 
married Maria G. Foster, and had issue, (1) John B, (2) Sarah 
Jane, married David Pulliam; (3) Adelaide, (4) Katherine, 
(5) Anne, (6) Francis Bacon, married Mary Boyd; (7) Nannie, 
married John C. Nichols, of Georgia; (8) Joyce, married 
Charles M. Wallace; (9) John C, died infant; (10) (Judge) 
William Izzard, married, first, Alice Baird, second, Minnie Vai- 
den; (11) Walter, died infant; (12) Charlotte, unmarried. 
31 William Edmund 5 , who married Mary Apperson, and had 
two sons, (1) William Edmund, deceased; (2) Dr. John Clop- 
ton, deceased, late assistant physician at the Eastern Hospital for 
the Insane, Williamsburg, Va. 

28 Geobge 4 Clopton (William 8 , William 2 , William 1 ) married 
and had issue, (1) William D. Clopton, (2) Elizabeth, married 
Nathaniel Hill; (3) Mary L. 

29 Eev. Beuben 4 Clopton (William 3 , William 2 , William 1 ) 
was, at his death, in 1795, established as a minister on a glebe 
in King William county. He married January 25, 1784, Eliza- 
beth Hales, daughter of John and Elizabeth Hales, and had issue 
36 Elizabeth H, 37 William Hales, born September 29, 1787; 
38 Beuben, 39 Samuel. 

37 William Hales 5 Clopton (son of Bev. Beuben 4 Clopton) 
married Avery G. Smith April 6, 1806; left seven children, of 
whom James A. Clopton, of Huntsville, Ala., was one. He was 
born in Alabama June 10, 1817, died March 4, 1896. He was 
father of William H. Clopton, U. S. attorney of St. Louis, Mo., 
in 1897. 

26 Benjamin 3 Clopton (Walter 2 Clopton) married, in 
June, 1755, Agnes Morgan (marriage bond at Goochland C. H.). 
There is a deed in Cumberland county, dated October 27, 1760, 
which shows that Abraham Michaux made his will May 13, 1717, 
and had issue Jacob, John Paul, James, Magdalene, Susanna, 
Olave Judith, who married Anthony Morgan after death of tes- 
tator. Said Morgan had since departed this life, leaving issue 
Elizabeth, wife of John Minter and Agnes, wife of Benjamin 
Clopton. Issue of Benjamin Clopton and Agnes, his wife: 
40 Walter, born December 26, 1756 ; 41 Elizabeth, born May 5, 
1760; 42 Susanna, born July 23, 1760; 43 Olave Judith, born 



70 William and Maet College Quaeteelt. 

July 5, 1762; 44 Mary, born April 27, 1764; 45 Ben Michaux, 
bom August 19, 1768; 46 Anthony, born June 28, 1770 (Gooch- 
land county Eegister) ; 47 Agnes. 

46 Anthony* Clopton (Benjamin 3 , Walter 2 , William 1 ) 
moved to Tennessee, where he married Bhoda Hoggatt, near 
Nashville, Term., on May 24, 1804. She was born in Bucking- 
ham county, Va., December 23, 1785; died in Tipton county, 
Tenn., November 23, 1831. She was daughter of John Hoggatt 
and his first wife, Agnes Watkins. John Hoggatt's second wife 
was Diana Sandifer. He was born November 20, 1750, and died 
in Tennessee July 28, 1824. Issue of Anthony Clopton and 
Ehoda Hoggatt, four sons and five daughters. (1) John Hog- 
gatt, born in Virginia April 23, 1805 ; married, March 17, 1830, 
Matilda Caroline Drake, born February 10, 1813 (daughter of 
John Briton Drake, of Tennessee). He died August 31, 1855. 
She died June 6, 1865. They were parents of Col. William C. 
Clopton, now living in New York, who was the youngest of ten 
children. (2) Benjamin Michaux, (3) William Anthony, 
(4) James Wilford, (5) Agnes Watkins Morgan, (6) Evelina 
Whitlock, (7) Eliza Hoggatt, (8) Virginia, (9) Mary. All 
deceased. 

12 Bobert 3 Clopton (Kobert 2 , William 1 ) married Prances 

, and had issue, (1) Bobert, born February 26, 1735; (2) 

Abner, born July 14, 1757; (3) John, (4) Nancy, twin of John, 
born November 4, 1760; (5) Sarah Hewlett Clopton, born July 
22, 1768. 

William Clopton and Cassandra, his wife, had issue, (1) Mary, 
born November 13, 1737; (2) Walter, born April 29, 1739 (St. 
Peter's Parish register, New Kent county) . This William Clop- 
ton must have been the child numbered 18 of 6 Walter 2 Clopton, 
who was born November 19, 1714, but whose name is lost from 
the register. Walter, his son, was probably the Walter Clopton 
mentioned in Taylor's Baptists of Virginia as father of Elder 
William Clopton, who was born in 1761 in New Kent county, 
taught the common school branches and apprenticed to a wheel- 
wright. Before the age of twenty-one he married Elizabeth 
Clark. He was clerk of the First Baptist church in Charles 
City county, its deacon and pastor. He died January 18, 1816, 
leaving six children, one of whom, Elder James Clopton, suc- 
ceeded him in his pastoral duties. 

Elder James Clopton was born January 5, 1782, and Martha 
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Winfree, his wife, on July 15, 1789. They were married August 
5, 1807. Issue: (1) William Henry Clopton, born November 
28, 1810; married, first, Elizabeth Brumley, daughter of Wil- 
liam Brumley, of New Kent, on November 28, 1833, and had 
issue, (1) Mary, who married Dr. Edward Willeox; (2) (Eev.) 
William H. Clopton, still living. He married, secondly, in 1849, 
Lueretia Eoberts, of Hampton, daughter of Zerubabel Eoberts 
and Margaret Trower, his wife (both of the Eastern Shore). 
She still survives in Charles City county. William H. Clopton 
was a neighbor and intimate friend, in Charles City county, of 
President John Tyler, who highly esteemed him for his strong 
natural sense and conversational powers. (2) Samuel Cornelius 
Clopton, born January 7, 1816; married Keziah F. Turpin, 
April 14, 1816. (3) James Chappell Clopton, born November 
25, 1813 ; married Mary Ann Cottrell, of New Kent, November 
2, 1842, and had issue William Abner Clopton, born July 25, 
1843. (4) Frances Clopton, born December 26, 1817. (5) John 
Christian Clopton, born December 16, 1819, married Marietta 
B. Thompson on January 29, 1846. (6) Mary Ann Clopton, 
born September 9, 1822. (7) Martha Mildred Clopton, born 
July 12, 1824 ; married John Henry Christian October 6, 1846. 
(8) Mary Susan Clopton, born July 12, 1824. 

Among the students who took A. B. at William and Mary 
College in 1841 was James A. C. Clopton, son of James Clopton, 
of New Kent. He was born in 1813. (College register.) 

In 1761 Waldegrave Clopton, of New Kent, and Unity, his 
wife, leased to George Clopton, of Henrico, 100 acres. (Hen- 
rico county records.) 

William and Eliza Clopton had issue, Eobert Wentworth Clop- 
ton, born September 24, 1759. Was this William Clopton 11 Wil- 
liam 3 Clopton, son of 21 Eobert 2 Clopton ? 

Dr. James C. Clopton, of Essex county, married Juliet, daugh- 
ter of Archibald Eitchie, of Essex, in 1827. 

Sarah Ann, daughter of the late John Clopton, of New Kent, 
married in 1824 John H. Foster, of Eichmond. 



NOTES. 
Kichard Clopton married Mary Davis (both of Goochland), Sep- 
tember 16, 1759, and had daughter, Susannah, born June 27, 1760. 
(Goochland parish register.) 
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William Clopton, who married Mary, orphan of Thomas Alday, 
acknowledges receipt of her estate, August 3, 1767. (Henrico county- 
records.) 

The Will of 26 Eobeet* Clopton. 

In the name of God amen, I Robert Clopton of Cumberland County, 
being sick and weak, but of sound & perfect mind and memory thanks 
be to Almighty God for the same do make and ordain this to be my last 
will and testament in manner and form following, to wit: Item I give 
and bequeath to my Brother Eeubin Clopton all my land I have in Cum- 
berland county to him and his heirs forever. Item, my will and desire 
is that all the rest of my land lying & being in the counties of Prince 
Edward, Albemarle and Amherst be Equally divided between my brothers 
John Clopton, George Clopton & my two sisters Anne Lane Meridith and 
Sarah Clopton, to them and their heirs forever. Item. I give to my 
loving mother her choice of Two of my horses during her natural life 
and at her death one to my sister Anne & the other to my sister Sarah, 
my sister Anne to have choice, and all the rest and residue of my estate, 
be it what kind and quality so ever, I give to be equally divided between 
my three brothers John, George and Eeubin & and my two sisters Anne 
& Sarah to them and their heirs forever, and lastly I nominate and 
appoint my loving brothers George Clopton & Eeubin Clopton my whole 
& sole Executors of this my last Will & Testament. In Witness whereof 
I have set my hand and affixed my seal this 17th day of April 1783 

Eobebt Clopton (LS) 

In presence of John Brown, Nicholas Peay, Mary Parish, William 
Clopton Senr. 

At a court held for Cumberland county the 22nd day of April 1793, 
This last Will & Testament of Eobert Clopton deceased was exhibited 
in Court & proved by William Clopton Senr. & John Brown, two of the 
witnesses thereto and ordered to be recorded. 

And at a Court held for Cumberland County the 24th day of June 
1793. 

On the motion of Eeubin Clopton one of the Executors named in the 
above will certificate is granted him for obtaining protest thereof in due 
form whereupon he with his securities entered into bond, conditions 
according to law. 

Teste, A. Sandefur D. C. A Copy Atteste A. Sandefur, D. C. 

Memobandum of 15 William* Clopton, of Hanoveb. 
Memorandum, That whereas my son, Eobert Clopton, Hath made, and 
is about to make, Improvements on my lands, in Cumberland County, 
whereon he now lives and, I have not made any conveyance to my said 
son for the said lands, I William Clopton of Hanover County do there- 
fore bond my self, my heirs, and assistant, to pay for all such Improve- 
ments, unless I should make my said son, a Deed for the said Lands, or 
Devise it to him, by my last Will and Testament, and in Either of 
these Cases, if the conveyance to him is made, there is to be nothing 
paid to my said son, for any Improvements, which he hath made, or 
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shall hereafter make, As Witness whereof I have set my hand and Seal 
this 8th day of July 1791. W™ Clopton (Seal) 

Samuel Meredith 

Elisha Meredith 

Orphans or 29 Rev. Reuben* Clopton. 

Cumberland October Term 1796 (24th) 

Ordered that Betsy Clopton be appointed Guardian to Betsy Hales 

Clopton, William Hales Clopton, Samuel Hales Clopton and Reubin 

Ford Clopton Orphans of Reubin Clopton deed who entered into bond 

with Security according to Law. 

A Copy Teste Tsoh. Woodson D. O. 

[The above papers are copied from papers filed in suit of Clopton vs. 
Clopton, clerk's office, Williamsburg.] 

English Cloptons. 

William Clopton, the emigrant to Virginia, transmitted to his 
descendants the names William, Walter and Waldegrave, as well as the 
coat-of-arms current in the family of Cloptons of Warwickshire and 
Suffolk. Some of these Cloptons emigrated to New England. Walter 
Clopton came to Massachusetts in 1630, and Thomasine was second wife 
of John Winthrop. 

Wm. Clopton, of Clopton Hall, in Wickham Brook, temp. Henry I., 
was the progenitor, through Walter, William, Walter and William, of 
Walter Clopton, living 1298, who married Alice, daughter of Warren 
Fitz Hugh, and had Sir William, of Hawkested, and Sir Thomas, who 
died in 1382. The latter married Catherine, daughter of W. Milde, of 
Clare, and had William, of Long Melford, who died 4th August, 1446. 
William married Margery, daughter of Elias Francis, and had John, of 
Kentwell, who was sheriff of Suffolk, 1452, and married Alice, daughter 
of Robert Darey, of Maiden, in Essex. 

John and Alice Clopton had Sir William, of Melford, who by his third 
wife, Thomasine, daughter of Thomas Knyvet, of Stanway, had Richard, 
of Melford and Groton. 

This Richard married Margery, daughter of W. Playters, of Sotterly, 

und had William; Richard; Mary, who married King; Frances, who 

married Martin Bowes; Elizabeth, who married Nicholas Hobart; 

Julian, who married Throgmorton; Thomasine married Thomas 

Aldham and Thomas Keghley; and Emma married George Smith. 

William Clopton, eldest son, of Castleton in Groton, 1636, married 
Margaret, daughter of Edward Waldegrave, of Lawford, County Essex, 
and had (1) William, married Alice, daughter of Edmund D'Oyley; (2) 
Walter, married Margaret Mateston; (3) Waldegrave, married Eliza- 
beth Wincott; (4) Anne, married John Mateston ; (5) Bridget, married 
John Sampson; (6) Thomasine, married John Winthrop, Governor of 
Massachusetts; (7) Mary, married George Jenney; (8) Margery, mar- 
ried T. Dogget; (9) Elizabeth, married George Cocke. (New England 
Hist, and Gen. Register, XVIII., p. 184.) 

I think it probable that William Clopton, the emigrant to Virginia, 
was the issue of one of the matches indicated above. 



